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Paprika held her tray and around
anxiously for a place to sit in the lunchroom. The
cafeteria that day seemed busier than usual. As a new
student to Locklin Elementary School she still
very shy and hadn’t made very many friends. After all,
the fifth grade was a tough place! Paprika t her best
to not make it obvious to everyone else that she didn’t
have a place to sit.

At the end of a long table near the back of the
room sat a boy all by himself. It was George, a rather
odd kid in Paprika’s class who didn’t talk to others much.
He wasn’t rude to anyone but didn’t go out of his way to
make friends, either. His hair was a little messy and his
blue t-shirt had a small toothpaste stain on it. He
alone in a corner, but he didn’t seem to mind. He had
already his food and seemed to be
with something. Paprika didn’t want to be
desperate but she didn’t have anywhere else to

as

Slowly Paprika her way down an aisle to
an empty seat near George. She hoped that along the way
some kind stranger would > her to sit with them. It
didn’t happen. Finally, she sat down in front of George

' eye contact. Paprika some snickers
coming from across the room. Undoubtedly, she had been
sitting with the class weirdo.

“Don’t mind them.” S a friendly voice across the table.
Paprika up from her tray at George. “You can
here with me.” said George back. “We don’t have to

or anything. I know what it’s like to not have a place to

“Thank you.” replied Paprika. She f

with George, but she also at peace about having just
anew friend. Paprika back down at her

food so others wouldn’t see her face turning beet-red

“awkward to t
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“Want to see something cool?” said the scratchy voice across
the table again. Paprika back up at George. “Uh,
sure?” replied Paprika.

“This is an ink pen.” Said George.
“Umm, okay?” Replied Paprika.

“No, no, that’s not the cool part.” Said George. “
closely!”

Suddenly the pen began to float between George’s

fingertips. It was in the air! Paprika to look
around to see if anyone else had but she was the
only one the ballpoint pen ‘e between his
fingertips and around the arms. George “the pen in
the air and it on the table. Paprika up the

pen. It was a perfectly normal pen, much like the ones she
had in her backpack.
“How did you do that!?” whispered Paprika in excitement.

“Well, I'm not supposed to t
George.

you, because it’s magic.” Said

“Oh. Okay never mind,” said a disappointed Paprika.

“Well, I guess I can you if you really want to know and
not to anyone! It’s kind of a beginner magic

trick anyway. My name’s George! What's yours?” said George

smilingly.

“I'm Paprika! It’s nice to you.” she responded.

In what grade are Paprika and George?

What is the name of the school where Paprika and

2.
George attend?

3. Take a penciland underline at least three nouns in the
passage.

4. Take a pencil and underline at least three in the
passage.

5. Based on what you’'ve just read, would this pass:ge be
considered a work of fiction or nonfiction? Why?

6. Isthe following statement true or false? “George has

lots of friends that sit with him at lunch.”

from anxiety.
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For more amazing magic tricks and to see if Magic in the Library is coming LIVE to your school, library, or city

event center, visit www.MagicinTheLibrary.org Be sure to share the video you see with your teacher!
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